
Left Behind
In this week’s message, I worked to bust some myths about the end times. One 
of the topics I addressed is the concept of the “Rapture” made popular by the 
Left Behind books and movies. Have you seen the movies or read the books? 
What do you think of them?

When people talk about the “Rapture” they usually refer to a moment when 
Jesus “snatches away” his followers in surprising and secretive fashion. His 
followers enjoy life with him in heaven while the earth becomes embroiled in a 
time of “Tribulation” led by a person known as the “Antichrist” or the “Beast.” The 
Tribulation ends when Jesus comes back and the followers of the Beast oppose 
him in a battle at a place called Armageddon. Today, we will consider what Jesus 
had to say about it by reading how Paul interpreted Matthew 24.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:3
Paul is addressing a question sent to him by the Thessalonians. They must have 
asked “What about the people who die before Jesus returns?” Why would that 
question have been important to them?

What does Paul have to say about their question?

What else does Paul say about the return of Jesus?

In ancient times, when a victorious king would return from battle, the people of 
the city would rush out to meet him on the road and escort him into the city. How 
does that inform your understanding of this passage here?

2 Thessalonians 2:1-12
According to Paul, will there ever be a secret moment of Jesus’ return that some 
believers might miss?

What has to happen before Jesus comes back?

EXTRA CREDIT: Go back to Matthew 24 and identify parallels with these verses.

Take it Home
If the great apostasy, the arrival of the “antichrist,” and the time of great distress 
all come before Jesus returns, what should Christians do to prepare?

What should Christians be doing until Jesus returns?
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